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From Dan’s Desk
9/11/01 – 9/11/11

September 11, 2001 was a day that shook this country to the core.  The reverberations and aftershocks are still being felt 10 years later.  This Sunday as we gather to worship God the memory of those awful days and the days that followed are still on our minds.  It was a day filled with terror, deep sadness and grief as well as bravery, honor, heroism, and great self sacrifice.  That day bore witness to the very best and the very worst in humanity.  Where were you that day?  What were you doing when you got the news?  How did you respond?  How has your response changed over the decade since?  What are the images that are burnt into your mind that still remain after all that time?  What is your prayer for your family, your community, your country, the world?  How do you think God calls us to respond in times such as these?

Henri Nouwen said that prayer in a violent world only makes sense when it is not just an attempt to influence God and get some comfort.  It only makes sense when it is an act of honest self examination recognizing our own participation in violence and asking to be made new according to the Way, the Truth, and the Life.1 This Sunday as we gather for worship on the 10th anniversary of that day, we will ask God to heal our pain, to redeem our memories and to make of us the people that God calls is to be.  I hope that you will join us.

Grace and peace,

Dan 
1 Based on Henri Nouwen, “A World about Prayer by Henri Nouwen,” from “Prayer in Action,” Sojourners, May 1979.  People’s Christian Coalition, Washington, D.C.

Coming Up this “24th Sunday in Ordinary Time”……...…
Introit:  I Choose You  Kelley Moody
Children’s Sermon: “Remembering”
Sermon: Matthew 18:21-35 “10 Years After” Rev. Dan Fultz
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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NEW MEMBER
Our newest member at "Grace Presbyterian Church" is Nsi (pronounced “N.C.”) Kalu from Abia Ohafia, Abia State, Nigeria. He is married to Nneoma. She is still in Nigeria.

Nsi arrived in Victoria August 16, 2011.  He was a member of the Presbyterian Church in Nigeria for many years.

He attended the University of Uyo in Nigeria and received his Bachelors degree in Computer Science.

Nsi is attending the University of Houston-Victoria majoring in Computer Information Systems for his Masters degree.

We welcome Nsi to Grace Presbyterian Church!
        +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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New Member Luncheon, Sunday, September 25th ! Mission and Evangelism will host a covered dish luncheon honoring our new members after the worship service. Meat, bread and drinks will be provided. The congregation is asked to bring a salad, vegetable or desert dish of their choice to share. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Presbyterian Women News

Nona Nielsen will host Rachel Circle on Wednesday, September 14 at 9:30 a.m. in the church library. Study will begin with Lesson 1 - "Greatly Honored Are the Poor!" in our new study book Confessing the Beatitudes.  Study books are available in the church library.
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Ladies Luncheon
Our monthly “Dutch Treat" Ladies Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, September 20 at Vera Cruz Restaurant at 11:30 a.m.  Those who wish may play cards in Tracy Hall during the afternoon.
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Good Grief Gang
The Good Grief Gang will meet on Tuesday, September 13 and Tuesday, September 27 at 6:0 0 p.m. at Hungry-Thirsty Jacks.
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Our annual Men's Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday, October 8 at the Victoria Country Club beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Scramble teams will be formed so please contact Ed Warren (575-8851) or Joan Meyer (573-7856) to sign up.  Cost will be $50.00, payable before T-off at the Pro-Shop.  Players are reminded to wear shirts with collars and soft spike or tennis shoes.

Other men could get together for a "motorcycle ride" during the afternoon and join the golfers for supper.  Contact Pastor Dan (573-4840) if you are interested in participating in the ride.

A social and light supper will be held in Room 101 at church following the tournament (no charge; donation basket available).  Join this fun fellowship for our Presbyterian Men!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Aluminum Can Collection

Please keep saving your aluminum cans and bring them to the church for recycling.  The money raised is used to fund activities for our youth.  It is nice if you rinse them out so they won’t smell or attract bugs.  Please, do not crush them.  And please we do ask that you do NOT put trash or tin cans in with the aluminum cans.  Bring them to the church anytime and we will take care of the rest.  It is good for the environment, good for our youth, and it will make you feel good too. 

THIS WEEK IN GRACE
	Sunday, September 11th    

  9:30 am Sunday School

10:15 am Coffee fellowship

10:45 am Worship Service 
Monday, September 12th  

 9:00 am Monday Morning Coffee Sermon

Tuesday, September 13th 

6:00 pm Good Grief Gang @ Hungry Thirsty Jacks

Wednesday, September 14th 

9:30 am Rachel Circle

4:45 pm Bells Angels Rehearsal

6:00 pm Wednesday Night Grace

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
	Next Sunday, September 18th 

  9:30 am Sunday School

10:15 am Coffee fellowship

10:45 am Worship Service
  3:00 pm Youth Group  

Coming up events:

Sunday, September 25th 

New Member Luncheon after Worship Service!

(Bring salad, vegetable, or desert to share)


The joy of sacrificial giving is love. In spite of trials,

 love emerges as the factor in an individual’s happiness. 

It is the light that distinguishes those people who become good stewards 

of their time, talent and treasure from others.

 It is the joy of sacrificial giving
3X

3X is the daily practice of reading scripture in a manner that is often called Lectio Divina.  Lectio Divina is Latin for divine reading, and represents a traditional practice of prayer and scriptural reading intended to promote communion with God and to increase in the knowledge of God’s Word.  It is a way of praying with Scripture calls one to study, ponder, listen and, finally, pray and even sing and rejoice from God's Word, within the soul.
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There are four parts to the practice of Lectio Divina:  

Lectio:  The first is to read a Bible passage slowly, reading the same passage at least 3 times.  This is how we get the name of this program: 3X.  You might want to write down words that stick out.  

Meditatio:  Secondly we focus our listening to what God is saying to us through the text.  We pay special attention or a short phrase or a single word, listening to what God is saying to us through that word or phrase.  

Oratio:  Next we lift up that word or phrase, or the thoughts, images, and concerns that these words and phrases brought to mind, and lift them up to God.

Contemplatio:  Finally we just sit in the presence of these words and images that

have been brought to us by the Holy Spirit.  At this point it is very helpful to keep

a journal or other record of your thoughts.  Often times this simple process of  

writing down these ideas stimulates more ideas and refreshes our minds.  

Each week at Wednesday Night Grace we will provide a list of the readings for the next week so every day we will be reading together.  This list will also be published in the newsletter.  One of the readings for the week will be the basis for the lesson for the following Wednesday Night 
Grace.  You may read from any version of the Bible you choose.  Everyone at Grace Presbyterian Church is invited to participate in 3X whether you can come to Wednesday Night worship or not.   

Here are the readings for the weeks ahead:

September 7, 2011

Mark 1:1-8

September 8, 2011

Mark 1:9-13

September 9, 2011

Mark 1:14-20

September 10, 2011
Mark 1:21-28

September 11, 2011
Mark 1:29-34

September 12, 2011
Mark 1:35-39

September 13, 2011
Mark 1:40-45   

September 14, 2011
Mark 2:1-12

September 15, 2011
Mark 2:13-17

September 16, 2011
Mark 2:18-22

September 17, 2011
Mark 2:23-28

September 18, 2011
Mark 3:1-6

September 19, 2011
Mark 3:7-12

September 20, 2011
Mark 3:13-19

September 21, 2011
Mark 3:20-30

September 22, 2011
Mark 3:31-35

September 23, 2011
Mark 4:1-9

September 24, 2011
Mark 4:10-12

September 25, 2011
Mark 4:13-20

September 26, 2011
Mark 4:21-25

September 27, 2011
Mark 4:26-29

September 28, 2011
Mark 4:30-34

