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From Dan’s Desk
THERMOSTATS 

We have been trying to spread the word for some time.  There is a problem with the way we are billed for our electricity use and we need everybody to understand it.  Our electricity is provided through a special kind of meter that not only records how much electricity we use but it records surges or peeks in use.  It is called a demand meter.  CP&L requires all commercial customers to use demand meters and they require churches to be considered commercial customers.

OK.  What does that mean to us?  It means that when an A/C unit is turned on the energy used surges.  Later, after a few minutes that use levels out a little.  If we turn on two units at the same time then two units surge and that higher use of electricity is recorded.  All the units that are turned on in about a 15 minute span just “stack” that energy use up to form what is called a peek.  Therefore, if we turn on one unit at a time, waiting at least 20 minutes (just to be safe) our peek is only a small portion of what it would be if we turned on all the units at the same time.  We have 7 unites on one meter.  

Now here is where these meters cost us so much money.  The electric company charges us for that peek amount 24 hours a day, seven days a week, for an entire year, or until we have a higher peek.  That means we are paying for several times more energy than we use.  The electric company says that the reason for these charges is so that they can have electricity available for us whenever we might need it.   This year our total monthly electric bill has averaged $1,269.57.  We try to be very diligent in keeping this cost as low as possible.  

Please, if you are the first person to arrive at church for an event only turn on the A/C at one thermostat, then wait 20 minutes before you turn on the next.   If you arrive at church and you find that an A/C unit is already running, please ask around and find out when that unit was turned on before you turn on another one.  Thank you very much.  I know that working together we can keep our costs as low as possible.

Grace and peace,

Dan 
Coming Up this “26th Sunday in Ordinary Time”……...…
Introit: Prayer for Peace Choir
Children’s Sermon: “The Big Brag”
Anthem: Lynn Coffman & Fred Junkin
Sermon: Matthew 18:21-35 “Two Sons” Rev. Dan Fultz
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Thank you so very much for the gift all of you gave me. It will go a long way to lift the burden of the many expenses that have accumulated during all of Brian’s hospital stays and medical expenses.

When I opened the envelope I was completely overwhelmed.  It was totally unexpected and extremely generous.  I don’t have the right words to tell you how thoughtful all of you are and how wonderful my church family has been to Brian and I during the last two years.  I do know there is no way we could have gone through everything we did without your concern, thoughts, and prayers.  Those have sustained us and helped keep me strong while I cared for Brian.

Becoming members of this congregation was the best decision we have ever made.  All of you were so kind and welcoming right from the start.  I am looking forward to getting to know all of you better and being more active in church worship and activities.

Again, please accept my sincerest thanks and gratitude for your contribution.  May God bless you and keep you surrounded with His love.

Lynn Silkey

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

NEW ADDRESSES: 
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Carol Hambleton’s new address is: 
721 Ashland Creek 

Victoria, Tx 77901

Esther Trillius new apt # is  402

new phone # is 582-2147
 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

[image: image6.jpg]


 
New Member Luncheon, This Sunday, September 25th ! Mission and Evangelism will host a covered dish luncheon honoring our new members after the worship service. Meat, bread and drinks will be provided. The congregation is asked to bring a salad, vegetable or desert dish of their choice to share. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Good Grief Gang
The Good Grief Gang will meet on Tuesday, September 27 at 6:0 0 p.m. 
at Hungry-Thirsty Jacks.
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Our annual Men's Golf Tournament 
                             We are sorry to announce that our Grace Men’s Golf Tournament schueled 

                              for October 8th has been CANCELLED, due to lack of interest.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Aluminum Can Collection

Please keep saving your aluminum cans and bring them to the church for recycling.  The money raised is used to fund activities for our youth.  It is nice if you rinse them out so they won’t smell or attract bugs.  Please, do not crush them.  And please we do ask that you do NOT put trash or tin cans in with the aluminum cans.  Bring them to the church anytime and we will take care of the rest.  It is good for the environment, good for our youth, and it will make you feel good too. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
THIS WEEK IN GRACE
	Sunday, September 25th     

New Member Luncheon after Worship Service 
  9:30 am Sunday School

10:15 am Coffee fellowship

10:45 am Worship Service 
  3:45 pm Homewood

Monday, September 26th 

 9:00 am Monday Morning Coffee Sermon

Tuesday, September 27th 

6:00 pm Good Grief Gang @ Hungry Thirsty Jacks

Wednesday, September 28th 

4:45 pm Bells Angels Rehearsal

6:00 pm Wednesday Night Grace

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
	Saturday, October 1st 

7:00 & 10:00 am Christ Kitchen

Next Sunday, October 2nd   

 Communion Sunday! 
VCAM Sunday!
  9:30 am Sunday School

10:15 am Coffee fellowship

[image: image10.png]


10:45 am Worship Service w/communion
  3:00 pm Youth Group meeting 




What matters to God is not the gift, but the giver. Stewardship is God’s invitation to a way of life. It helps us grow. It helps us to overcome our selfishness and our love of things. 
We have been given much. To receive and not give is poor stewardship. What we do with what we have been given is a sign to God and to the world of the depth and meaning of our commitment.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Here are the 3X readings for the weeks ahead:

September 23, 2011
Mark 4:1-9

September 24, 2011
Mark 4:10-12

September 25, 2011
Mark 4:13-20

September 26, 2011
Mark 4:21-25

September 27, 2011
Mark 4:26-29

September 28, 2011
Mark 4:30-34

September 29, 2011
Mark 4:35-41

September 30, 2011
Mark 5:1-20

October 1, 2011
Mark 5:21-42

October 2, 2011
Mark 6:1-6a

October 3, 2011
Mark 6:6b – 13

October 4, 2011
Mark 6:14-29

October 5, 2011
Mark 6:30-44

